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“Pray,
and let
God
worry.”
-Martin Luther

To Be Continued…
Whether it is a book or a movie coming to the climax of a storyline or scene only to
see “to be continued” leaves you waiting and wondering.
At the close of a most historic and unusual school year and considering our current
pandemic that same “to be continued” may cause apprehension and fear. All too
easily the focus is on whether things will return to normal or whether there will be
a recurrence of the coronavirus.
There are things of infinitely greater importance which need to be continued.
Christ-centered education at Luther High School is one of those things. Since
1957, God has granted us the privilege to “Keep Christ in High School Education”
and under God’s blessing the opportunity to “equip and train students for life and
for eternity.” Yes, from the very first vision to the establishment of Luther High
School, God enabled members of our Association to support and strengthen the
mission and purpose “to continue in the grace of God.” (Acts 13:43)
As the Class of 2020 concludes its Christ-centered education at Luther High, we offer
this “to be continued” prayer: “Continue in what you have learned and become convinced of because you know those from whom you have learned it.” (2 Timothy 3:14)
To Mrs. Connie Bader and Mr. Paul Wichmann in their retirement and to our
entire Luther High family, may God strengthen and keep you to “continue in Him,
so that when He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His
coming.” (1 John 2:28)
Christ-centered education at Luther High…to be continued.
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Principal
What a ride!
What a wild ride it has been for the last three months! It is safe to say nobody could have
predicted what happened to our fourth quarter in advance. As the Dean of Students, I must
say I am very proud of our student body and their response to Covid-19 and the Safer at
Home order. None of us were really prepared when it hit, but our students did a great job of
buckling down and getting to work in the virtual world. Now, it wasn't perfect, but our student
body did a great job of finishing out the school year. There was a lot of communication
through emails both ways, and a lot of learning in a difficult situation took place. It is great to
see the dedication of the students to adjust to a situation and the willingness to make things
work. I would just like to say thank you to all of the students for the hard work they put in
during the quarantine. I would also like to say thank you to the parents who worked with our
students to make sure they were getting their work done. The Luther High faculty understands the extra work and pressure this whole situation put on parents as well as our
students. We pray we are able to get back to normal this upcoming 2020-2021 school year.

Interim Principal
Mr. Engelbrecht
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Mission-Vision-Objectives
MISSION STATEMENT
Luther High School provides a Christ-centered education that encourages and
equips students for life and for eternity.

VISION STATEMENT
Luther High School desires that its students, mindful of baptismal grace, live the
holiness that God gave to them in Christ.

OBJECTIVES
Therefore, Luther High School will keep Christ in high school education by:
1. Faithfully proclaim and apply the Word of God through the teaching of classes,
life skills, and activities in accordance with the Lutheran Confessions.
2. Promote spiritual growth and maturity through the proper use of God’s Law and
Gospel.
3. Encourage and train students to share their faith throughout their lives whether
in personal or public ministry.
4. Instill a desire for knowledge, understanding and wisdom while taking “every
thought captive and making it obedient to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5)

What
does serving
the Lord
mean to
you?

ANCHORED
IN

CH RIS T
LUTHER

HIGH

2020-2021
schoolyear

The theme for the 2020-2021 school year is
“Anchored in Christ”.
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class of

2020
Luther High School

seniors
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Chioma Albert

Mahreah Bain

Bennett Barney

Western Technical College

University of Minnesota

Undecided

Mitch Bass

Liv Baudek

Karter Benrud

Ellis Bertolotti

Natalie Bolstad

South Dakota State University

Viterbo University

Western Technical College

Undecided

Winona State University

Cayden Breidel

Katherine Bruns

Evan Budin

Phoebe Christenson

Caleb Christopherson

University of North Dakota

University of St. Thomas

University of St. Thomas

Carroll University

Western Technical College

Ryan Crick

Ethan Diehm

Richard Elliott

Peter Garofalo

Haley Gronholz

Wisconsin Lutheran College

Undecided

Undecided

Western Technical College

Western Technical College

Josh Hackbarth

Karinna Handy

Blake Jandt

Ali Karr

Annabelle Koenig

UW-Madison

UW-Eau Claire

Undecided

Western Technical College

Viterbo University

Alexus Koll

Emily Komay

Joshua Larson

Abbigayle Las

Abby Lenz

Undecided

UW-Eau Claire

National Guard/WSU

Wisconsin Lutheran College

UW-Eau Claire

Grace Manke

Ashley Manske

Joey McNamara

John Michels

Heather Mirerau

Viterbo University

Western Technical College

Drake University

University of St. Thomas

Western Technical College

Klarissa Miller

Lily Neumeister

Sam O'Neill

Connor Peterson

Grace Pralle

Western Technical College

UW-Green Bay

Western Technical College

Western Technical College

Western Technical College
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Kaylee Raabe

Julianne Reedich

Sam Riedel

Erik Rogers

Katie Sauer

Western Technical College

Undecided

Work

Upper Iowa University

Viterbo University

Tyler Savor

Jalen Schwichtenberg

Grace Shepard

Brandon Stadtler

Lizzie Stuebs

UW-La Crosse

Western Technical College

US Navy

Western Technical College

Martin Luther College

Katie Tauscher

Kelly Tauscher

Isaiah Tillman

Jenna Wahl

Abby Wierzbicki

Martin Luther College

Viterbo University

Undecided

Bethany Lutheran College

Western Technical College

Nick Wieser

Christian Wihlm

Emily Wintrone

Jacob Yehle

Martin Luther College

Coe College

UW-Stevens Point

Winona State University

Welcome to the Family

The Baures Family
Hello Luther family! My name is Gregory (Greg) Baures and I am so excited to be back in the area. I
grew up just north of Fountain City, WI and my family is still located there.
My wife, Melissa (Licensed Professional Counselor with WLCFS), grew up in Rochester, MN and
graduated from UW-L. To us, this is like a homecoming! God has blessed us with three children Elijah (6), Hope (2), and Samuel (1). They are all very active, social, and love being outside
year-round.
I began working in the music profession in 1995 in numerous capacities including singer, instrumentalist, organist, director, and arranger. After attending Winona State and Martin Luther College, I graduated in 2006 with degrees in Parish Music and Staff Ministry. I was assigned as a Music and Family
Minister in Rochester, MN where I met my future bride. From 2009-2020, I served at West Lutheran
High School in Plymouth, MN as the Fine Arts Department Chair; Director of Choirs and Bands, Art
Instructor, and Drama Advisor. I have active memberships in NAfME (National Association for Music
Education), MMEA (MN Music Ed Association), and The Voice Care Network.
God has provided me so many mentors over the years that have had such a positive impact on my
life. I am thankful for the opportunities he has given me to continue learning, pass on my knowledge,
and positively impact students’ lives. I look forward to being part of the Luther family and sharing the
timeless truths of Jesus every day.
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A Caring Community
We would like to highlight a group in our community that has helped the Luther shop for many years and
many shop programs in the area. The La Crosse Area Builders Association (LABA) is a non-profit trade
association. Their mission statement is: Building Industry Professionals working together since 1971 to
educate our members and advocate for affordable housing and responsible government.
Here is some interesting background information that not many people realize about LABA:
• The first year of the Building Careers Tools for Schools program was 2001.
• Over $75,000 worth of tools have been given out to high schools in Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe,
Trempealeau and Vernon Counties in Wisconsin, plus La Crescent/Hokah High School in Minnesota.
• In 2001, three area high schools received $3,365 worth of tools.
• In 2019, 19 area high schools and one Boys and Girls Club received $10,520 worth of tools.
• The goal of this program is to energize instructors and excite the students in learning more about careers
in the trades and/or just learning basic skills needed as a homeowner.
•Money for this program has been and continues to be raised through fundraisers and many other events.
What a blessing they have been to Luther High School and to many other area high schools!
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Thank
You!

Lady Knight Tennis
The 2019 season was an historic season for the Lady Knights tennis program. The season began as
most season have since 2013 – Aquinas Invite opening weekend, Monday and Tuesday Appleton
Invite, LaCrosse Invite the next weekend, and finishing the month of August with the Altoona Invite.
After losing the final two matches of the LaCrosse Invite to Wisconsin Rapids and Winona, the Lady
Knights won their next 14 matches. Included in that stretch were four Coulee Conference matches,
extending their conference winning streak to 58. On September 23rd, the girls won their 15th straight
conference championship by 6 points over West Salem, the smallest margin of victory since 2006,
when the Lady Knights defeated Black River Falls by 4 points.
What made the season special is what the girls accomplished in the postseason. For the first time
ever the team advanced all seven flights to WIAA Sectional play and then on October 9th in
Watertown Cassie Warren (#2 singles), Kaylee Raabe (#3 singles), Phoebe Christenson/Jenna
Wahl (#1 doubles), and Haley Gronholz/Klarissa Miller (#3 doubles), all played for a sectional championship. Although the Lady Knights lost each of those matches, enough point were accumulated
for Luther to beat McFarland by two points to win their first WIAA Sectional Championship and
advance to the WIAA Team State Tennis Tournament. Luther’s season ended with a 7-0 defeat
against Kohler in the first round of the state tournament.
The season also saw the end of the careers of Phoebe Christenson and Jenna Wahl. The two played
together for three seasons and finished with a doubles record of 83-14. Phoebe and Jenna are the
only players in the history of Luther Tennis to qualify for the WIAA State Individual Tennis Tournament
three times. After making it to the round of 16 their first two years, 2019 saw them finish in 5th place.
− Coach Ross

9

Lady Knight Basketball
The 2019-20 girls’ basketball season was one that will not soon be forgotten. The Lady Knights finished with
a (15-9) overall record which was the best mark since 2011. The Knights hosted and won their second-round
playoff game after receiving a first-round bye and made a Regional Championship appearance for the first
time since 2014. Three members of the Lady Knights received conference recognition. Grace Manke,
Rachel Koenig, and Annabelle Koenig were awarded 1st Team, 2nd Team, and Honorable Mention AllCoulee Conference, respectively.
Luther’s Varsity team was made up of 13 players including 4 seniors who were instrumental in taking their team
to new heights. These young ladies did a fantastic job of helping their group improve throughout the season
both on and off the court. These players left their mark on the Lady Knight Basketball program this year!
There were many successes on the basketball court this season for the Lady Knights. However, the greatest
blessing remains the opportunity to use the gift of sports to give glory back to our Lord and Savior by using
the talents and abilities He has given us. We look forward to that next opportunity in the year to come.
tCoach Svendsen
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Hockey
Our Hockey Co-op, the AVALANCHE,
consists of athletes from Aquinas,
Gale-Ettrick-Trempealeau, Holmen, and
Luther. The team worked hard throughout
the season and showed improvements,
finishing the year at 3-20-1. Luther senior,
Mitchell Bass was selected as a Mississippi
Valley Conference Honorable Mention player

Wrestling
This season went by very quickly. We
saw reasonable success on the mat with
Luther's lone wrestler, Josh Stuebs,
more than doubling his win total from the
previous season. We look forward to
greater success next season as we
continue to rebuild the program
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Luther Knight Basketball
TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
Playoff time. Every team loves the moment. The Luther Knights were no different. They could not wait to
see just how far they could go. The Knights received the #4 seed in their Regional. They opened up WIAA
playoff action by hosting the Pirates from Cochrane-Fountain City. The Knights beat C-FC earlier in the
season, but this was playoff basketball. After a hard-fought first half, the Knights pulled away after halftime
and won 61-41. Game #2 of playoffs saw Luther host a second playoff game. This time, #5 seeded Mondovi
Buffaloes came to invade the ACE gymnasium at Luther High School. The Buffaloes had a great season,
recording 15 wins. Luther turned up the heat on the defensive end and was able to come out victorious,
61-50. Luther would play for a Regional Championship! The school was abuzz with the hopes of raising a
Regional Championship trophy, but the Knights would have to take to the road and travel to #1 ranked
Durand. All Durand did on the year was record 18 wins, take home their conference championship, and
receive the #1 seed in the Regional. However, this was a magical run for the Knights. Playing with their
hearts and refusing to let the moment be too big for them, Luther exploded out to a 16-0 lead and never
looked back. The Knights won the game in dominating fashion, 77-60. The bus ride home was filled with joy,
excitement, happiness, and wonder. News spread quickly that the Aquinas Blugolds had upended #2
ranked, Regis. Rivals, Luther and Aquinas would square off in the Sectional Semifinals.
The Aquinas girls would be playing in the State Tournament in Green Bay on Thursday, so the boys’ Sectional Semifinal game in Arcadia between the Aquinas boys and Luther would have to be played a day earlier on
Wednesday. Little did we know that this game would be the final game of the season played in front of fans,
as games the following night (Thursday) had limitations placed on them. Luther and Aquinas. What a great
game. What a great rivalry. Luther has never experienced much success against Aquinas, but this was the
Knight's year. In a tough, tough battle that saw the Blugolds take a one-point halftime lead, Luther decided
that they wanted their dream season to continue. The Knights came out and shut down the Blugolds - allowing only 10 second-half points, and took home the victory, 45-29. It would be a SECTIONAL FINAL for a trip
to State for the 2019-2020 Luther Knights. The bus ride home with 15 young men was an amazing event.
The music was playing and the songs were loud. There was pure joy--100% pure joy. It was what sport is
all about. With the extra day, Luther was excited to travel to watch Unity and Cameron play. After the
announcement that the number of fans were being limited, the Knights were forced to live-stream the game.
Everyone watched with great anticipation of what would be the following Saturday in Eau Claire...AND THEN
THE NEWS BROKE changing high school athletics in the state of Wisconsin, forever. Following Thursday's
games, all basketball activities - boys and girls - were now over.
The following morning, all our team members met at school on a day off. We wanted to be there for practice,
but we were there to heal. We talked about challenges and we talked about adversity. We talked about our
faith and putting it into practice. We talked about how we handled adversity during the year - we responded
to it, we encouraged each other, and we picked each other up. Now would be no different. This was our
greatest adversity and our team members handled it with class, dignity, and strength - a strength that was
only a result of their faith. These players were more than basketball players - they were maturing, young,
Christian men who would be leaders of their communities and leaders of their families one day. The amount
of PRIDE in Luther Knight basketball only increased this day - and this season. It was a year that we will
never forget.
−Coach Brad Schaper
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SUMMARY
Luther Knights
Record: 15-11
Playoff Run:
(W) vs CFC Pirates (61-41)
(W) vs Mondovi Buffaloes (61-50)
(W) vs Durand Panthers (77-60)
(W) vs Aquinas Blugolds (45-29)
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Retirement Looks Good
On Both Of You!
“Serve the Lord”, our theme for this most unusual
2019-20 school year, also serves as a fitting
reminder and conclusion to my years of service in
the teaching ministry. That service to the Lord since
the 1996–97 school year has been to serve as
Luther High School’s principal.
During those years serving with Luther’s faculty and
staff, Board of Control, and Association congregations in keeping Christ in high school education has
been a distinct honor and privilege. For all these
co-workers and supporters of Luther High School I
express my profound gratitude to God and them.
Before serving at Luther High, God granted me the
opportunity to serve as a 7th grade teacher and athletic director at St. Paul’s in New Ulm, Minnesota; a
social studies instructor and coach at Minnesota
Valley Lutheran High School in New Ulm; and principal of Huron Valley Lutheran High School in Westland, Michigan.
Throughout my teaching ministry God has also
blessed me with my wife, Beth, and family. I thank
them for their understanding, encouragement and
support. Our new home in Lake Mills, Wisconsin
will give Beth and me more opportunities to be with
our family; Rachel and Jason and grandchildren
Lily, Ethan, and Ella in Lake Mills, Emalie and
Andrew in Minneapolis, and Andrew in New Berlin,
Wisconsin.

Congratulations on your retirement,
Connie Bader and Paul Wichmann!

14

As we conclude our current service in God’s kingdom of grace at Luther High School, we also look
forward to serving God in other ways. God’s continued blessings to the entire Luther High family, as
together you serve the Lord with gladness in support of Luther High’s mission to provide Christ-centered high school education.
-Principal Wichmann

Having been associated with fine arts for many years, Connie reflects on Isaiah 64:8. “But
now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work
of your hand."
By God’s grace, He began fashioning her as an infant as she was first adopted in 1954 by
loving Christian parents and then adopted into the family of Christ through Baptism. God
began to mold her through Christian education. She attended St. Paul’s Lutheran School in
St. James, MN and was confirmed in 1968. She continued her high school education at
Martin Luther Academy in New Ulm, MN (Class of ’72) and moved to a dorm across campus
for four more years attending Dr. Martin Luther College. After graduation in June 1976,
Connie accepted her Call to teach grades 1-3 at Christ the Lord Lutheran School in Houston,
TX. In her free time, she took oil painting classes at a nearby studio, which was the beginning
of her formal art studies. In 1979, Connie married Bill Bader before entering his vicar year at
St. Paul’s, Lake Mills, WI. Bill’s Call out of Seminary took them to Stanton, NE. Here they
started their family of four: Zachary, Ryan, Seth, and Breanna. In 1990, the Baders moved to
Onalaska where Pastor Bill would serve St. Paul’s Lutheran Church for the next 29 years.
Connie taught preschool one year at St. Paul’s and was called to serve part-time as an emergency teacher at Luther High School in 1995. This part-time Call turned full-time in 2000.
Over the years she has taught a variety of classes, mainly teaching Business and Accounting
and Art. Her extracurricular duties included cheerleading, yearbook, Pro-Life Knights, and
drama. Her duties extended beyond the classroom to help and encourage students in what
has become the Individualized Instructional Assistance program. Mrs. Bader retires at the
end of the 2019-20 school year. She and Pastor Bader will continue to live in their home and
serve in areas where the Lord sees fit. Mrs. Bader will now have time to focus on her art and
family, especially grandchildren.
In thankfulness for the opportunities I have had to serve the Lord by sharing Jesus with many
students, I reflect on this verse, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.“ II Cor. 4:7.
-Mrs. Connie Bader
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ANNUAL DONATION GOAL
1 Donor at
$100,000/year = $100,000
2 Donors at
$50,000/year = $100,000

5 Donors at
$20,000/year = $100,000

5 Donors at $10,000/year = $50,000

10 Donors at $5,000/year = $50,000

Donor Pyramid Update
We are very excited to share with you the wonderful
blessings that God has given us since we began
providing information about the Finish the Work
Pyramid Campaign at YOUR Luther High School.
The response has been amazing! We have been blessed
through the Lord to receive over $250,000 in pledges
and gifts to Finish The Work through May. We praise the
Lord for each and every gift that has been generously
donated.

50 Donors at $1,200/year or $100/month = $60,000

100 Donors at $600/year or $50/month = $60,000

200 Donors at $300/year or $25/month = $60,000

Total Annual Gifts
$580,000
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The pyramid shows the gifts needed to continue to
help eliminate the debt we have left on this amazing
project. It is a blessing to accomplish so much work in
such a short period of time, but we still have more to
do. We are asking that each of you prayerfully consider
giving a pledge or a gift to help finish the work God has
allowed us to begin at Luther High School.
Thank you to everyone who has given their gifts of
time, talent, and treasure to Luther High School. You
are a blessing to us!

Josh Hackbarth

Natalie Bolstad

Josh Larson

Emily Komay

Abbigayle Las

Tyler Savor

Emily Wintrone

Grace Shepard

Jenna Wahl

Katie Tauscher

Kelly Tauscher

Klarissa Miller

Joey McNamara

Erik Rogers

Blake Jandt

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL RECOGNIZES
THESE SPRING SPORT ATHLETES

SENIORS
2020

Ethan Diehm

Brandon Stadtler

Karter Benrud
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2019-2020

Luther High School
KEEPING CHRIST IN EDUCATION, NO MATTER WHERE THE LOCATION

FAITH

over
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Fear

ANCHORED
IN

CH RIS T
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LHS FACULTY’S VIRTUAL SPACES
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Do you know any students, alumni, family,
or friends that you think would like to stay
in touch with Luther High School?
Be sure to invite them to check out
our new Facebook page, Instagram,

TO DO LIST
Facebook:
@weloveluther

Instagram:
#lifeatluther

Twitter:
@lutherhigh

and have them sign up online for our
newsletters and notification emails!

You Tube:
luthfilms

UStream:
lutherhighlive
www.lutherhigh.org

608-783-5435
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GRACE, FAITH, SCRIPTURE

